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Author! Author! I 


| Ross Thomas: ‘I Ilke Having |Vritten’ ^| 


] B * w AYNE WARGA, Tims AisUtaht Arts mi itorg$ ? I 

| The doormat at his househigh in the hills ofhlalibu : 

says "Go Away,” and after the inevitable pause to con-d ?y . ,'j &*&&$.** J * A s • : 

quer an urge to turn tail and run. it turns out the many j&P. ‘ “ }" a t.: way., .Y ou. are.;dble to/ teiplore such | 

inside is a good bit,like his literary, leading mem Ross? iir S? s art< i eveii patriotism. If! have a ■ 

Thom35 is cLroll ' *» ^ ■ 1 .* , ^ >■*, A lionnv- it S TViiir nn n}iaownTi nviA haI a _* . ! 

iHe quickly/^iUnSSnf^^gg?' 

that he gets most of his' ^ Lv;*«wy««y*«f.». w «« we wet inai rye been in the back •' 
ideas from a post office j v: r ooms where the deals are.lx'ing cut If there is a trace j 

in New Jersey and then al- \ |^g|- ^ irt m y hooks, it's dhly baSed oh reality.” • ■ - J 
lows as' how his most he turaed to writing, Thomas, 55, worked at art'! 

cent work~pre-atrihe~»-’p^”«P^f»^^fe^»ij . tfnusual variety of jobs; He graduated with an English;! 
was performing a salvage' r major from the University of Oklahoma and went to * 
job on the script of Erancis^pi^^filiiS^^^ii^S;! c work for the Daily Oklahoman. -;V --iS t^iVv Ivv-'-v; 'i'i 
Ford Coppola's unreleasai -v <-‘I was then in political public relations, the PR diree-; 

•. ble "Hammett.”// .. >&y. ' i \ tor for a couple of international labor unions and a radio : 

>' . j "God < knows what-- wiii' : p^yi^E^f^^l S/ g.y -^foreign correspondent in Bonn. I .was also an account! 

; happen ydth that” he Dt,T ' ,n *"‘ “ ,T " J “ 1 ' • ' ’ - *■ 

? iri a soft voice. have', 

; shot 80% of something/ but 
i not a movie. I saved about 
•! 30 to 35% and rewrote the 

rest. It was a caseof Old j .> - 1 t ^ -,-z — t ------ — ............. .., 0 y Uaovu „ uo 

anybody read the script? •' 0ri - Ml suspiciously like the Sort of thing the CIA! might become 1 

.. The typist maybe?’ It was : - > . ' ™ ^ri^|^^0vblved;in:and;;the;p6ssibmty ; brings.a -quick‘nod of i 

absolutely awfuL I went back to Joe Gores’ bobk’ as/- ■■ a ^c em .e n tfrorti.ThomM. Did he iri factwork for..them? **! 

’ muchasIcould.;^^7^ / ; .- # BrrishMWlthtbeCTAY^^ 

j Most of the time, Unarm IS pounding on his old Adler! f'A ••mai ! 

**«1 In 1966 and bta lSOi^Th, Mordlda &kt&M S£^2!25l2ftaffSS2SS!!!SihS!S2SAS2S9ia , ftf^ 


* £ 7 

? pendence in Nigeria;: My last job was working for Jacki 
I TvAhdersbri in 1965, arid I haven’t had a job since then.” ; ”3 
. ... - .. razzfriataz 2 into an electlondn Nigeria sounds'] 

| suspiciously like the Sort of thing the CIA: might become I 
033 TnOiTYaS-^ fc-.|s .* f’l ^ involved in ■ aniriith* nrisaihWtv f»rir»rr<T O rilltALlMnJ 1 


i man who was determined to so 
: i took four months’ leave finally 
7 wrote ’The Cold-War Swap’ 'tin 
9was bought by Paramountfof Si 


jyitl^the! 


eight books a I 


/painful. But wheri it, works it ia very hatisfyirig. J dori't' 

vlll/a frv At# rfmim 'ttnUl * lll.^ tl > V»kk 


*ni 


-•>; vnaraaer as riot spring rA. is me most full-time occupation yoii can! 

tr Thomas’ books contain one element seldom found in saysJ”You*re involved with it in one way or 

?adventure novels wiL Arid unlike niamr other writers. J 5 anat ber most of your waking hours. If you get really iri- 
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